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O V E R V I E W

Gowanda Free Library
2 0 2 3  R E P O R T  T O  T H E

C O M M U N I T Y
D e a r  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s ,

    2 0 2 5  w a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  y e a r  f o r  o u r  l i b r a r y  p r o j e c t s .  T h a n k s  t o  a
g r a n t - i n - a i d  f r o m  N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e ,  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  s e c u r e  f u n d s  t o
p u r c h a s e  a n d  i n s t a l l  n e w  c o m p u t e r  c a r r e l s ,  c o m p u t e r  c h a i r s ,  a  w a t e r
f o u n t a i n ,  a n d  a  c h a r g i n g  s t a t i o n .  W e  a l s o  u p g r a d e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s
a r e a  b y  a d d i n g  t w o  c o m p u t e r s ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  f r e e  a c c e s s  t o  A B C
M o u s e  a n d  o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  a p p s  f o r  o u r  y o u n g e r  p a t r o n s .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  w e  i n s t a l l e d  e i g h t  n e w  e l e c t r i c a l  o u t l e t s  w i t h i n  t h e
b u i l d i n g  t o  p r e v e n t  a n y  f i r e  h a z a r d s .  T h e s e  e n h a n c e m e n t s  h a v e
c r e a t e d  a  m o r e  i n v i t i n g  s p a c e  w i t h  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  m e e t  o u r
c o m m u n i t y ’ s  n e e d s .  

     W e  w a n t  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  d e e p  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  o u r  a m a z i n g  l o c a l
p a r t n e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  K i w a n i s  C l u b  o f  G o w a n d a ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n
L e g i o n  P o s t  # 4 0 9 ,  E n s e r i n g  H o p e s  &  D r e a m s  I n c . ,  a n d  t h e  F r i e n d s  o f
t h e  G o w a n d a  F r e e  L i b r a r y .  T h e i r  u n w a v e r i n g  s u p p o r t  h e l p s  t u r n  o u r
i d e a s  i n t o  r e a l i t y  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  

 T h e  G o w a n d a  L i b r a r y  h a s  p r o u d l y  s e r v e d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  1 2 5
y e a r s .  W i t h  e a c h  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  w e  c o m m i t  t o  e n s u r i n g  i t  r e m a i n s  a
v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e  f o r  m a n y  m o r e  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .  W e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o
s u p p o r t  c u l t u r a l  a n d  s o c i a l  g r o w t h  t h r o u g h  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  f u n
p r o g r a m s  a n d  o u r  l i t e r a r y  r e s o u r c e s .  

 W e  a l w a y s  w e l c o m e  y o u r  f e e d b a c k ,  i d e a s ,  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n
l i b r a r y  m a t t e r s ,  s o  d o n ’ t  h e s i t a t e  t o  r e a c h  o u t !  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o
w o r k i n g  w i t h  e v e r y o n e  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  l i b r a r y ’ s  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e
c o m m u n i t y .  

S i n c e r e l y ,

H e i d i  K h a w a m
L i b r a r y  D i r e c t o r  &  
T h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s .
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2 0 2 5  I n  N u m b e r s :

L i b r a r y  V i s i t s :  6 , 7 6 3 .

L i b r a r y  C a r d  H o l d e r s :  2 , 3 1 5 .

R e f e r e n c e  P r o v i d e d : 6 0 0 .

O n e - o n - o n e  D i g i t a l  H e l p :  1 7 0 .

C o m m u n i t y  R o o m  U s e :  2 5 .

P h y s i c a l  I t e m s  C h e c k e d  o u t :  5 , 4 1 1 .  

C h e c k  O u t s  f r o m  L i b b y  A p p : 6 5 2 .

P r o g r a m s  H o s t e d :  1 6 0 .

P r o g r a m s  A t t e n d a n c e :  2 , 4 3 2 .

C o m p u t e r  S e s s i o n s : 1 , 9 0 0 .

W i - F i  S e s s i o n s : 1 , 0 0 8 .

N e w  B o o k s : 3 0 0 .

N e w  D V D s :  5 0 .

B o o k s  f o r  L o a n :  1 0 , 5 4 4 .

D V D s  f o r  L o a n :  2 3 6 6 .
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D o n o r s  a n d  V o l u n t e e r s  R e c o g n i t i o n :
W e  e x t e n d  o u r  h e a r t f e l t  t h a n k s  t o  a l l  t h e  d o n o r s  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o
i n  2 0 2 5  c o n t r i b u t e d  i n  a n y  w a y  i n  2 0 2 5 .  W e  s i n c e r e l y  t h a n k  y o u  f o r
y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  l i b r a r y  a n d  s e r v i n g  o u r  c o m m u n i t y
e f f e c t i v e l y .

I n d i v i d u a l s :  
S u e  G a b e l ,  J a m e s  &  B a r b a r a  O z a r k ,  C a r o l e  J .  H a n s e n ,  P e t e  S i s t i ,
M e r r i t  O f f h a u s ,  M r .  &  M r s .  R o n a l d  S t e l l e y ,  M a r y  R a c i n e ,  V i v i a n
D e w e y ,  C a r y n  a n d  M a r k  B e n t o n ,  D o r i s  J o n e s ,  K e l l y  C a r r i e r o ,  J o h n
W a l g u s ,  L i s a  H i l l ,  M r .  a n d  M r s .  J e r r y  G r e e n l e e ,  K a r l a  F a r n e r ,  T i m o t h y
J .  R e g r o n ,  S u s a n  C .  T r e w e r ,  P a t r i c i a  R o b i n s o n ,  M i c h a e l  M c C l e n a t h a n .

L o c a l  B u s i n e s s e s ,  C l u b s ,  a n d  O r g a n i z a t i o n s :  
K i w a n i s  C l u b  o f  G o w a n d a ,  G e o r g e  W .  S t a r k  G o w a n d a  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n
P o s t  4 0 9 ,  E n s e r i n g  H o p e s  a n d  D r e a m s ,  G o w a n d a  R e c r e a t i o n ,  G a b e l
B r o t h e r s  F u r n i t u r e  I n c . ,  H a i r  E t c . ,  H o n k s  G r a p e  &  G r a i n ,  G o w a n d a
A r e a  F e d e r a l  C r e d i t  U n i o n ,  V 7 W  P o s t  5 0 0 7  ( G o w a n d a  V e t e r a n s
A s s o c i a t i o n ) ,  D e s i g n e r  P o o l s ,  G o w a n d a  M o o s e  L o d g e  1 3 8 2 ,  J o h n s o n ’ s
P l u m b i n g  &  H e a t i n g  I n c . ,  A d v e n t u r e  M o t o r s p o r t s  L . L . C .  ( T i m  M e s c h ) ,
C r o w e l l  H o m e  +  A u t o  S u p p l y .

I n  M e m o r y  o f :
A n n e t t e  M .  G o r e n f l o  a n d  K e l l i e  S .  A n d e r s o n .

W e  a l s o  e x t e n d  o u r  g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  d o n o r s  w h o  w i s h  t o  r e m a i n
a n o n y m o u s .

V o l u n t e e r s :
J o s h  E n s e r ,  a n d  o u r  d e a r  t e e n a g e  v o l u n t e e r s :  H a r m o n y  S p i e l m a n ,  Z e n
S p i e l m a n ,  C h e s t e r  S c h l e g e l ,  T u c k e r  S h u l l ,  D a w s o n  S m i t h ,  Z a y n e ,
H e c t o r  V a r g a s  K h a w a m ,  T r e v o r  T r i p i ,  a n d  o t h e r s !  T h a n k  y o u  f o r
a l w a y s  b e i n g  w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p .
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https://www.facebook.com/p/George-W-Stark-Gowanda-American-LegionPost-409-61565215845533/
https://www.facebook.com/p/George-W-Stark-Gowanda-American-LegionPost-409-61565215845533/
https://www.facebook.com/chester.schlegel.2025?__cft__[0]=AZaLmuwNCt62bqF2544I5-gYTqMxSsV2ovqmg659BVjrUTQg12Dj1VAP7MurvAbRi5ZlucfqlVmJK6sOQE-cCcNcLPL2qQE5kGox3Olvy_p0Ij05HgEFQ0wlnmXIpZRHO8Q9eZ7Q1pLggWdJjV4dyu0vLbH8ox5op7GpM1-OcaAVTrDMnfxcksX4MnLQGS17hSk&__tn__=-]K-R
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	Kiwanis Club of Gowanda, George W. Stark Gowanda American Legion Post 409, Ensering Hopes and Dreams, Gowanda Recreation, Gabel Brothers Furniture Inc., Hair Etc., Honks Grape & Grain, Gowanda Area Federal Credit Union, V7W Post 5007 (Gowanda Veterans Association), Designer Pools, Gowanda Moose Lodge 1382, Johnson’s Plumbing & Heating Inc., Adventure Motorsports L.L.C. (Tim Mesch), Crowell Home + Auto Supply.
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